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5 n This report has been established as if (some of) *e amendmen^^^^^^^ been mada, *icethey have 

(Any repticementshe&tconh 
• report,) *. '*.• • ' ;•; 

. 6. Additfanal observations, H necessary: . . , 

Reained statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, {nventhre etep or Industrial appficabll^^ 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

• 1. Statenaent * * . 

Novelty (N). 



Inventive step (18) 
Ir|du8trial appOcabSHy (lA) 



Yes: Claims . . 1-19 . 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims . 1*19 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims . i-19 

No: Claims • 



2. Citations and explanations 
: ' eee aeparatestieet . 



Fdmi PCrilP6A^4(»(Januaiy20p4) 



12-JUL-2004 16:46 FROM Kennedys 



TO 0017037663644 



P. 34 



iNTERNATlON AL PREUMlN ARY ; Wemaflonal appRcalion No. . PCT/QB03/0025O 
EXAMINATOW REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET ' ? 



Ha Item V 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(aK10 with regard to novelty. Inventive step or , 
Industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such staternent 
1. the sdutlon proposed in claims 1-19 of the present application can be considered 
as being novel (Artide 33(2) PCT) for the follo^^^ ^ , ' ■ 

1.2. With respect to daiml: \ . i ' . ' ' • ' . . ^ • ' ; 

■ Docuhient US^A-3,056,624, which is considered to represent the most reteyanl 
state of the art, discloses i«irticulatV in figure 5 and the corresponding description ■. 
: . a release hoolc for selectively releasing a load supp^^ 
aj a pad-eye for connecting the hook to a crane, 

b) an( 

■ejector lever, wherein • . •• 

c) achiation of the ejector lever is provided by a motor (57) and gearing (38,39) 
locatd adjacent the ejector ievsr. 

Tlrie concept, that the motor and the gear means move the ejector teverupwards 
■ towards the pad-eye to eject the load, Is neither suggested nor rendered pbvteus 
• ■. by the available prior a^ ' 

' 2. • Cbntiary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, ttie relevant bad^ground ait 
: disclosed In the document US-A-3i056,624 is not mentioned In the desaiptlon, 
. .' nor is this documwit identified therein.; 

;. 3. The description Is not In oonfomiity with the claims as. required by Rule 5.1 (a)(iii) 

. 4. The fB^iires of the claims are not provided with reference signs piacediri 

. . p^^ ' . ' . . 



■• .*• ■ •* ■ j 
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•3 . I,,' A release, hook for selectively releasing a load. . 

'4 sapE>orted on the.hook, the hook including a pad-^eye 

5. . . tor connecting the. hook to a crane" and. an ejector 
6/\ * lever for releasing the load from the hook upon ■ f.^ 

7 ^ "actuation of the ejector layer characterised in that ... \ \ 

8 , . of the ejector lever is provided by a motor. 

9 ; and gearing means located ad jaqent the ejector lever 

10 / V which robve the. ejector leyer upwards towards the pad- : : i 

■ 11 • y'eya .to eject the load.._: 

13 2. A release hook as. claimed in Claim 1 wherein th.© 

.14 :'\ ;■' -'iootbr^is remotely operated. 

:i6 3. A release hook as claimed in Claim 1 or Claim 2 ' 

17 wherein the motor is an electric motor driven froia a 

• .18 . battery located in the hook.. . ' . • 

20 4* A release hook as claimed in any preceding Claim , 

21 . wherein the hook comprises a housing having two^ ' \ . 
122 • interconnected generally shaped sections with the . ' ' 

.23 . 'ejector lever being located at a base of the 'C^ 
:24' -:. • between, the sections^ '\ 

25 5. A release hook as claimed, in Claim 4 wherein the \ 

. '27 ' ' . sections are bolted together, ; 

29 6. A release hook as claimed in any . preceding Claim : . - v 
* i30 ' . wherein the hook . includes a catch. ^ , , * • 
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1 l'. A release hook as claimed in Claiift 6 wherein the! 

' 2 ' . . catch . comprises an elongate member attached to th« , . 
/3- 'ejector lever. . .•..''* *. *• • 

4 •.■•'. .:* . . •■;*•• 

■ 5 8 • . A release hook as claimed in Claim 7 wherein the ' 
' 6 elongate member, and the. ejector . lever are oppositely 

*, 7 ■ ■ . ■ opposed on a pivot*- . • * • ! ' 

.9 9. A release hook as claimed In any preceding Claim 
10 wherein the gearing means coii5>rises a rack and . 

11. pinion.; ■'.■•.* ■ 

12 V , . ■;. ■ • •• ' , ■': ^; /'* v. ' ; 

13 10. A release hook as claimed in Claim 9 wherein the 

14 pinion* is operable via the motor , and the rack is 

15 .: . located on the. ejector lever- - . 

16 ' .'•• '* •/:;/ ' ' ' . ■ \. . ; 

17 11. A release hook as claimed in any one of Claims .1 to ? 

18 . the glaring means Qomprises a worm gear » 

19 *• . " ' : . ; *"•■ . . / ' \ 

20 12. A release hook as. claimed in Claim 11 wherein the 

21 . . . . motor turns the worm whose screw , thread is located 
22, against matching notches on an edge of the ejector.. 
^3 ./ ■• lever.. " *. • ■ • 

24. ' , * V* " ^* • ; 

25.. 13 i A release hook ais . claimed in Claim 8 wherein the 
26, " V gearing means comprises a drive sprockiet^ driven by 
27 • the motor to rotate the ejecto - ^ 

'29 ' . 14 . A release hook as claimed in Claim .13 Wherein . ths 
30 ;•■ ..■.■gearing means rotates the catch with the ejector , 

••..•3i"'- •• • lever... • • ■ 
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15 . A release book as ciaimed in any prececiing claim . . 

• wherein the. pad-eye includes an eye-let aperture such 
. •. that a link may be madia between the pad-eye and a ' ;•. 

• cranei block of- a crane:.. • " 

■ 16. A release ' hook as claiined in any preceding Claim , . 
wherein the pad-eye comprises a shaft including 
. connection means to a. crane block. . 

i?. A release hook. as claimed, in Claim 16 Wherein the . 
, connection means is a screw thread on the shaft to 
' match a threaded recess in the crane block. . 

18. A release hook as. ciaimed in any preceding Claim ; 

. wherein the. pad-eye is swivel ' mounted on a top of the 
hook. ' :• ;. . • !■ _ • , . 

19. A release, hook as ciaimed in any one of claims 16 to 
18 wherein this pad-eye inciudies a base 6f greater 

■ dlaiheter than the shaft,- such, that the base is 

• ' retained between" the two. sections of .the housing 

while remaining rotatable with reispect to .the ; • 
.•.'.'■■housing..- . ■ •.' 
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